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' TRANSLATION OF INTERVIEW WITH MANUEL ARTIME
CONDUCTED BY HAYNES JOHNSON, JUNE 11, 1963, MIAMI, FLORIDA
CPYRGHT

(Note: Thisg is the exact, word-for-word trans-
lation. HNothing bas been left out. Whers dots
« o o appear they are for pauses or punctuation.

. This section of the interview began with Johnson s
~asking Artims if "Frank", the American in charge
of Brigade 2506's training in Guatemala, had ..
spoken with Artime about plans for the invasion,
when it might come and if there was any opposition

to it. Johnson said thils was a very lmportant
- point. The transcript follows.)

. ARTIME~--¥ss3, actually this is a very intimate business, as
e matter of fact its _publishiﬁg shouldn't . + o I mean, we
should think about the prestige of the . . . Just Pepe and
I knew the genseral scheme of the invasion. The general
scheme only, but not the details., For example, we knew
about our Air Porce superiority; and that Castro would not
have the opﬁortunity to mobilize his Air Force in land. But
the day before our mobilization, Frank called me to tell me
the following: o
(JOHNSON--Manolo, try to recaell exactly what was said, This
is extremely ilmportant.) |
ARTIME--The day before the mobilization to Nicaragua, Frank
called mo to his headquarters and told me something that
made me worried; extremaly worriad; I only discussed this
with Pepo San Roman. He tolﬂ’me the fallowing: "Manolo,‘ﬁ

there are some forces opposed to the culmination of our

———

plans. The underground is alreedy in the difficult labor

of sabotage, the guérrillas ere in an offensive positiong._
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" Only this last blow, the invasion, is needed. There is going
to be your landing, another small 1anding of diversicnary
forces, and a threat of a landing in Pinar del Hio. Butﬂfggye
are farcee being mobilized to p?avant thia invaaien.mwﬁhese
rorces come from certain &epartmenvs of the administra%ion and
do not want the invasion to B0, It ia possible that if some-
thing hapneﬂa, I might receive an actual and very spscial order,
And I am going to receive it in the follawing manney . %
(JOHNSON--WHO DID THE TRANSLATION?) |
ARTIME--in Anmericen.
(JORNSON--WHO WAS HE?) | | |
ARTIMA--Y don't vemomber., Then he conﬁinued, "If I receive an
oraer to stop thils, I have other conereto erders to obey and
they ers the fallawing: to go through with the invesion at
any ¢ogt. These orders are &fom my superiors wpqwere in complatm

— e e

agr@eman% with th& dnited ﬁﬁatea &oyernmant. You and Peps cen.

JE— S et

post two Cuben goldiers ab wmy door, as 1 I was your prisoner
and then the mobilization can go through to Nicaragua anywey.
The veut of the instructors do not have to know snything about
this whole business. Beeides, I will continus to give orders
to tham as uwsual. Thie is only to cover the appearence that

I em your prisoner. Then; you will go to Nicaragua and there
yaurwill receive the genersl instﬁucﬁions.  You will ge shead
with the invasion and once you are in the high seas, you will
asle es ag a favor to help you at any cost. And then we ﬁill
act as a mmther_wﬁa cannot abandon her children in distress.”
(JOHNSON--DID FRANK BAY THAT ¥OU EERE TO CUT GOMHGRICATiGNS
WITH TEE GUTSIQE 80 THAT THEY COULDN'T SEND MESSAGES BAK IK?)
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ARTIME-«Yas, that was one of the things he told us--to cut

commmnications from outside. But,I-waﬁt to make it clear

that this was Just & planning statement that he made, because |
this neﬁer‘happanéd.‘-fhen'he sald that the Cubans agreed
with this. Besidés,-i-just hed received a cable from Mifo ,
which said: "Everything is fine, go shead, good luck."
(JOHNSON~~WHEN HE .SAID THAT THERE ARE FORCES WITHIN THE
ADMINISTRATION, DORS HE GIVE ANY NAMES? WHAT KIND OF
OPPOSITION MIGHT'THERE‘BE? WHO MIGHT WANT TO TRY TO 3T0P

IT AND WHY? DOES HE EXPLAIN THIS AT ALL?)

ARTIME--He dldn't give any names, to me he didn't give any.

I mean, 1 wané to make it eclear that this never became a
reality. And when. we were in Nicaﬁagua receiving the instruc-
tlons and the briefing, he again,‘made some kind of insinustion
to this extent. | |
(JOHNSON--WHO KNEW ABOUT THIS?) | |
ARTIME~-Only Pepe and I knew about this, I don't know if
Ollva knew about i%t. VYes, I think Pepe talked it aover with .
Oliva. Yes, Oliva lmew it, 0liva knew it.

(JOHNSON~~WAS THIS SAID PRIVATELY TO YOU?).

ARTIMEI-~Yes, privately. But at the end he mentioned somsthing
to Pépa who later discussed it with me. 4&nd this was that if
we recolve any éesaage which says, "everything 1s fine", to
turn back. And if we receive a massaga‘which says, "the quetza
is_;ﬁ the branech", to go shesd., This wag said only to Pepe, at
the wvery eond, while at the pier. And he did not mention this
theme again to us. IOr cours@,fwe.digh!t@havévany need to

institute thils. As a matter of fact,;wheh;We‘were'ingﬂicaragua

!
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T asked him, "How about what you told ms?" end he answered,
"thers iz no nead for that becsuse we have the ordsrs to go

through with the 1nvasien.”
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